The Easy 8-Step Teacher Lesson Guide ®
The following eight guidelines (the words underlined) 
will assist a teacher in planning and teaching about religion.

One: Identify the grade level content standard(s), strand(s), and/or educational code(s)                          you will be using. 

Teach only a lesson that is connected state the standards. 

Two: Present your introduction and reason for the lesson clearly and precisely.

Do not interject personal interpretation or bias regarding the purpose or the materials to be used in the lesson. 

Three: Understand why you are teaching the lesson and what students need to know.

Connect the lesson’s objective(s) and purpose to state content standards and materials when designing your lesson. 

Four: Choose which method and style of instruction you will be using during your delivery of the content information and your choice of materials in lesson design.

Your words and demeanor should be without endorsement or criticism of a particular belief. 

Be careful to instruct in a non-indoctrinating manner free of personal beliefs and attitudes that are deeply held by yourself.

Five: Model expected outcomes for students’ competencies and behavior. 

Be sure that students understand that references to religious faiths are not intended to endorse or criticize religious beliefs when demonstrating professional, academic, or personal knowledge about the lesson’s content material, purpose or expected student outcome(s).

Six: Determine the level of understanding you will expect from students?

A teacher may neither advance nor inhibit religious faiths but may ask the students to understand the importance of religious beliefs and how they have impacted American culture and historical events. 

Students are to understand the significant role and the historical impact of religion, not encouraged to accept a particular belief as their own.

Seven: Establish how will you support students through the ‘Guided-Practice’ of the lesson.

You should not be persuasive to the point of being perceived as promoting a particular belief you believe in or rejecting/ridiculing a religious belief you yourself do not embrace. 

A student should once again know and understand various belief systems and their impact upon society but not be persuaded to believe a certain way.

Eight: Define what students will do to demonstrate that they have sufficient understanding of the material and the objective(s) of the lesson.

You want students to be able to express their religious beliefs in a protective and tolerant atmosphere, free from peer ridicule and school officials’ criticism. 

You should be polite and respectful, objective and historically accurate, accepting and tolerant of diverse views and comments. 

The Rationale:
Religious freedoms are the reason for teaching about religion. 

